


The Enterprise is the 15th ship so
rew: rded. The presentation was
long delaved because the carrier
has been so active she seldom has
been in port long enough fo re-
ceive honors.

Admiral Nimitz crediied the En-
terprise and her air squadrons
with destruction of at least one of
every type of Japanese combat
ship and with desiroying hun-
dreds of enemy =ireraft In her
ey major enpagements in the
Pacific campaign.

The citation read “for outstand-
ing performance in action.” The
navy, for security reasons, declined
to elaborate.

! Admiral Nimitz hi:.sell, in pre-
i genting the award, said:

¢ "1 entrust to you the future
£: career of this magnificent ship. 1

§ know that you will acquit that re-
{ sponsibility weil"

CARRIER IS HONORED: Capl 8. P. Ginder, right, commanding the
US55 Enterprise, Is pletured mccepting the ; .sldential uonit citation
for his ship from Admiral Chester W. Nimitx, commander in chiel of
the Pacific fleet, in a ceremony at a Souih Pacitic port. The Enterprisc
Is the first aircraft carrler so honored.—Officlal Pacific fleet photo.

USS Enterprise Given
Presidential (itation

AN ADVANCEW PACIFIC BASE, May 20. (#—The aircraft carrler
Enterprise, which probably has wreaked more havoe on the Japanese
navy and air arm than any odier ship of the L . fleet, was awarced
the presidential unit citation recently by Ad=.irui Chester W, Nimitz,
commander In chief of the Pacific Jleet, the navy announced Friday.

The award came almost as &
birthday pr -=nt for the Enter-
prise, whira was eommissioned
May 12, 1938,

Since Pear! Harbor the Enler-
prise has roamed the Pacific ¢n-
gaging Japanese corces In several
theaters,

Some admirals and captains who
have earned the "fightingest” repu-
tations in the Pacific have served on
the Enterprise but their names and
records also are not yet permitted
to be published.

Only whnen the war is ended can
the full, daring, thrilling story be
told of her officers and men, some
of whom hardly have' set foot on
land since Pearl Har* .

Capt. 5. B. Ginder, accepting the
citation for the Enterprise, s-sur-A
Admiral Nimitz:

“The Enterprise and her air
groups have always fought together
as a team,

“In combat this ship and her air
groups have lost some of their
best—those officers and men can
never be replaced—but the con-
centrated training of replacement
personnel has maintained the
fighting team.

“On May 12 we celebrated the
fifth year of service of our ship,
There are still on board some 140
officers and men who placed her in
commission,

“Time and the exigencies of the
gervice will slow!'. thin out the vet-
erans of past battles—but it will for-
ever be an honor to serve in this
gallant ship and the veterans and
newcomers solemnly vow to uphold
the faith and confidence of you—
our commander in chief”



OME time ago the Navy Department
S released a lis' of actions n which
the ecarrior ¥ sTereriie has so far
~tieipated, The list reads like a time
table of the Pacific war. “Big E' and
her brood of stinging fAedglings pur-
sued the Jap carrier task force that had
let loose the nefarious surprise attack on
Prarl Harbor while peace talks were still
going on in Washington, Through De-
cember and Jull.u‘.u.:l." of 1942 she con=-
tinued to patrel the approaches to Oahu,
to guard sgainst a repetition of the foul
blow. After that she parcticipated in the
Marshall Islands raid, the Wake Island
raid, the Mavcus Island raid. Following
that she patvolled for a time the Paocific

air route we had thrown across the
great  ocean in  competition with the

“Tokyo Express.” Next she covercd iroop
landings and other actions at Efati 1sland
in the New Hebrides ond other for-
Alung bases in the South Pacific. Then,
ot the Battle of Midway, ENTERPRISE wWas
finally able to take telling toll of the
enemy. Her pilois sank two Jap carriers
and took part in the sinking of o third
And though there was a lengthy squabble
between Army ond Navy as to who
should be given credit, it is now gen-
orally conceded thot naval fliers were
rrimarily responsible for sending the
piant Jap carvier Akaegi, her sister ves-
zel Kaga, and the two smaller carriers,
Hiryw and Soryw, to the bottom of the
Pacific. Exresrrse was in on the kill

In August '42 “Big E" was back in the
Solomons, Her pilots covered the land-
ing of the Marines on Guadaleanal and
fought for the maintenance of that pre-
carious foothold when three weeks later
the Japs made their first desperate at-
tempt to dislodge our men, In October
Exterprise came as close to going down
to Davy Jones' locker as any ship that
ever lived to have her men tell the tale.
Mo less than 84 Jap fliers made a con-
centric atinck en her during the battle
off the Santa Cruz Islands. They left her
a Aaming wreck, But she lived through
it, was overhauled, and is still in there,
punching as hard—and probably even
harder—than ever,

Thioupghout her manifold and varied
tasks, the “Big E" last survivor of the

Vhat’s In a Name

26, The USS Enterprise
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three sister ships of the Horwer class, hos
lived up to the lradition that has grown
around the name of Exterearse, Bul
while the present ENTeEsPRise i= u 19,900-
ton modern sen-monster, the first naval
craft to carry ihat proud name under
the Stars and Stripes over the high sens
was @ Jittle 135-ton topsail schooner,
launched ot Baltimore in 1798 shortly
after the outbreak of the undeclared war
with France. Even then the name EnTeR-
ritsE hod already become somewhat of
a tradition, That huwrriedly ossembled
guicide fotilla with which Benedict Ar-
nold stopped the British advance alung
Lake Chumpliin in 1776 counted among
its members o little armed sloop by the
name of ExTerrrise,

The Exrenrmse of 1798 was the quin-
tessence of what has been ecalled the
carly Baltimore clipper design. With
knife=sharp bows, a slim waist and
rakish muosts that carried spars and can-
vas almost teo heavy for her sweel lines,
she was one of the fastest things afloat.
Within a few weeks of her arrival in the
West Indies, where she was to harass
the French supply lines, the little craft
hod a nickname, “Lucky Little Exrtes-
ruse” they called her, and she needed
all her luck 1o get out of the many
scrapes into which she got under the
ecommand of doring and impetuous Lieu-
tenant John Shaw. Exteneaise carried
only twelve guns, but she did not hesi-
tate to mix it with a hig Spanish brig-
of-waur who picked on her “by mistake,”
believing, according to her skipper's re-
port, that the Ewrterrrise was British,
Broadside {o brosdside they hammered
it out, with the little Exrerrnise greatly
outweighed in gun metal, until eventu-
ally both of them had to draw off to lick
their wounds and make repairs,

Shaw went into St Thomas to refit
and the skipper of a big French lugger,
seeing the shambles that the Spanish
brig's fire had made of ExTERFRISE'S
decks, was hasty enough to send Shaw
a challenge to have it out cutside the
harbor, Shaw obliged. As soon as repairs
were effected, Exterprise stood out to
sea, standing on and off before the har-
bor, waiting for the lugger to come out
But the Frenchman had had a change ol

hoart atd preferred bo ol o AT
nalely Inalle,
Monnwhile ihi ENTERrIIER
ok o famous French culder, the Algle,
of elght guns, Stll the Jugiter refused 1o
and flght. But o week later
eaught up with him na he wan
trying to sneak out. The luggoer tried to
ruin for i, with Exrenense in hot pursull,
erlan-erossing the Frenchmaon's wake and
spraying her decks with the fire of her
baw chasers, The lupger fnally couldn’t
tnke It ony longer and bratled her main-
unil, woiting for ExTERFAISE (o come up
After two brondsides the heart left it
Frenchmon, He struck his flag. Among

pranrd ol valor and ailny

walting

cole  oul

i

the passengers aboard was a French
peneral.
Shortly after Extenrrise had it oul

with the corvette Flambeat, almost twice
as lnree and twice as heavily armed o
the little 1.8, schooner. Extearniss sailed
eircles around the elumsy Frenchmon
His heavier gun metal availed him noth-
ing, After twenty minutes he struck his
flag. When the war ended Shaw could
report that Extererise had token 18 ves-
sels with over 300 prisoners.

In ihe reorgenization of the Novy
following the French War, all craft of
less than frigate rating were sold oul,
with one exception. Extenrmse remuined
on the active list. And thus she came
to be the first US. naval crafl in Medi-
terranean waters when a fow vears later,
in 1802, war broke out with Tripoli.

Extreenise drew first blood in  that
conflict, The Pasha had not yet cancelled
his treaty with the U.S. when his polac-
ca-rigged erulser Tripoli atiacked the
ExTererise off Malta, By that time Mas-
ter Commandant Andrew Sterrett, who
gave his name to Destroyer DD 407, was
her skipper. Tripoll earrvied 14 guns, all
of them heavier than Exteremise’s twelve
carronades. But Sterrett did not hesitate
to take her on. Within ten minutes he
had shot the mizzen mast out of the
corsair. Half an hour later, with Gty
dead scatiered about her decks, Tripoli
siruck,

Sterrett was in a quandary. War had
not been officially deelared vet. He had
no authority to make captures, Yankee
and naval Ingenuity came to his aid. He
threw the Tripoli's guns and ammuni-
tion overhoard, eut down the two muasis
still stunding, leaving her only the stump
of the mizzen and a handkerchicf-sized
trysail for a jury rig, and permiited her
to limp home as best she could to com-
plain to the Pasha.

Shartly after Sterrett caplured anothe
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After the war, again re-rigged
schooner, Exrenerise  helped
pirncy in the West Indies. One
most nefarious strongholds of
thot preyed on shipping
Spanish Main was located near Cape
Antonin, Cul Under ecommand of Lt
Lawrence Kearny, Enterrrise and her
crew rnsed the forts the pirates had built
there and recovered some of their latest
Iool and some American and British
seamen held prisoners, The chief eul-
prit commanding that pirate’s nest
caped. He was o blpod-dyed rene
American hy the name of Cl
who repatedly had been a
during the Woar of 1812, Fate did not
catch up with him until cight wears
later when he was hung on Ellis Island
in New York harbor, But with the razing
of his Cape Antonio hideout piracy had
been dealt a deathblow by the Exren-
FHIEE,

The little croft did not swrvive that
latest of her triumphs for long, In the
fall of the same year, 1823, one of the
feared West Indian hurricanes threw her
on the rocks off Curacao and she became
a total loss. But her name reappeared a
ferw Inter on the Navy's st
that of the first of a ser of ten-gun
schooners {o be added to the fAeet. Pa-
trol duty along the African slave coast
and in the West Indies and an oceasio
diplomatic mission fell {o the lot of
new  Extemerise in the long
peace that followed, In 1835 ExTerrrIse
aceompanicd the sloop-of-war Pracock,
Captiuin E. P. Kennedy, on a eruise dur-
ing which ZFanzibar ond other poris of
the African east coast were visited for
the first time by U.S. naval craft Ken-
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USS INTREPID UNDER ATTACK
FROM "KAMAKAZE" OF ¢
KYUSHU MARGH 18, (948

hA.rK A'_}H"

PLANE LOW ON

WATER AT 51X
OCLOCK.

HE'S AFIRE !




WITH A LAST SECOND DIVE
THE BURNING RAMAKATZE

PLUNGES INTO THE INTREPID'S
FLIGHT DECK,

" MAN
ALL
FIRE
FIGHTING
STATIONS"




SMOKE BILLOWS FROM BURNING AIRCRAFT
AND GASOLINE AS THE BATTLE TO BRI NG
THE FIRE UNDER CONTROL CONTINUES.




CROSS FIRE !

WHILE ATTACKING JAPANESE
PLANES DIVE FOR THE KILL,

“"BIG E" FIRE FIGHTERS MOVE
IN TO BATTLE.

HILE COVERING THE WITH-
RTAWAL OF THE FRANKLIN

N MARGH 21, 1945 TG 58.3
ORE THE BRUNT OF A
AIVAGE JAP AIR ATTACK.
URING THE MEIGHT OF THE
IGIOUS STRUGGLE,BLAZ-
NG CROSS-FIRE IN THE
IRM OF & INCH PROJEC-
ILES TORE INTOTHE FOR-
ARD. 40MM MOUNT, RES-
LYING IN A RAGING FIRE
2 VING AIRCRAFY
EXPLODING AMMO,




AMIDST A SHOWER OF
EXPLODING AMMO.
THE FIREFIGHTERS
CONTINUE THE
BATTLE TO BRING
THE FLAMES UNDER
CONTROL... '

;‘;‘i ] 5 \ ”l 1‘
: ! v
bt pfl 1

"UNDER CONTROL






USS INTREPID UNDER ATTACK
FROM "KAMAKAZE" OFF
KYUSHU MARGH 18, 948

IH“;K ﬁ_';,ﬂ{“

PLANE LOW ON
WATER AT SIX
OCLOCK,

HE'S AFIRE !t




WITH A LAST SECOND DIVE
THE BURNING RKAMAKAZE

PLUNGES INTO THE INTREPILC'S
FLIGHT DECK.

"MAN
ALL
FIRE
FIGHTING
STATIONS"
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TICKET TO ARMISTICE

USE THIS TICKET, SAVE YOUR LIFE
YOU WILL BE KINDLY TREATED

Follow These Instructions:
Come towards our lines waving a white
flag.
Strap your gun over your left shoulder
muzzle down and pointed behind you.
Show this ticket to the sentry.

Any number of you may surrender
with this one ticket.

JAPANESE ARMY HEADQUARTERS
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Sing your way to Peace pray for Peace






















14 MAY orr kvushu

LT.(J0) TOM! ZAL, OF THE TZim
UNIT OF THE JAPANESE SPECIAL
ATTACK FORCES, SCORED A BULLS
EYE ON FORWARD PART OF "BIG L
DECK AND GAVE IT A BUSY DAY
HITTING AT 0700, ENTERPRISE
‘SWEATED OUT ENTIRL DAY AND
MORE KAMIKAZES WHO WERT

TAYING FOR THE
KILL . TWE TREMEN:
pOUS FIRE WAS UN
DER CONTROL IN 17
MINUTLS, ANOTHER
INDICATION OF WHY
THE ENTERPRISE 15
STILL THE FIGHT
INGEST SHIP IN THL
FLEET,

*MAN AND LOWER Humam ONL I.LEUATM "
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Enlcrprlse Sole Survivor in Her Class,
Wins New Laurels in Phlllpplne Invasion
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